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FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES TO OFFER TWO DNA
WORKSHOPS
Dive Deeper Into DNA at the FGS 2017 National Conference

4/13/2017 – Austin, TX.
The Federation of Genealogical Societies announces two four-hour DNA workshops to
be offered at the 2017 FGS National Conference in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Both DNA
workshops are sponsored by Ancestry ProGenealogists and require pre-registration in
order to attend.
Connecting the DNA Dots
by Blaine Bettinger PhD, JD, Angie Bush MS, Diahan Southard

“Connecting the DNA Dots” is a beginner-to-intermediate level workshop designed to
help participants maximize the use of their DNA test results to answer genealogical
questions. There will be discussion of types of DNA tests available and examples of
genealogical questions they may help to answer.
Participants will also learn how to review and evaluate their own results, join appropriate
surname or haplogroup projects, and upload their data to other testing services and
websites. Lastly, participants will determine other family members to test and how those
tests may benefit their genealogical research.
“Connecting the DNA Dots” will be held on Friday, September 1, from 8:00 AM to 12:00
PM. Tickets are $60.
Using Genetics and Genealogy to Smash Through Brick Walls
Press Release – DNA Workshops

4/13/2017

by Blaine Bettinger PhD, JD, Angie Bush MS

“Using Genetics and Genealogy to Smash Through Brick Walls” is for genealogists with
intermediate-to-advanced DNA experience. This is a four-hour, hands-on workshop
designed to help participants maximize the use of various third-party tools and websites
for autosomal DNA.
Participants will discuss the in-depth use of spreadsheets for organization, the tools
available at DNAGedcom (ADSA, GWorks), Tier 1 tools available on GEDMatch, and
Kitty Cooper’s Chromosome Mapper. Workshop participants should have accounts with
GEDMatch and DNA GEDcom and have multiple sets of autosomal raw data to work
with. Each participant should come to class with a research goal in mind.
Pre-requisites for “Using Genetics and Genealogy to Smash Through Brick
Walls”
Since this is an advanced workshop, pre-requisites are required. If you do not meet all
of the pre-requisites, you won’t get the most from this workshop and should not register.
Must bring a laptop to the workshop. (This cannot be an iPad or tablet.)
Must have a minimum of three close, known family members tested, with access to their
results.
• The raw data for these tests must be uploaded to GEDmatch.
• For visual mapping, these three family members should be siblings.
• For segment mapping, these close family members should be cousins. Ideally,
attendees will have a mix of cousins and siblings tested so they can do both
types of mapping, but one or the other is acceptable.
Must have the DNAGedcom Client (http://dnagedcom.com/doc/welcome-to-thednagedcom-client) installed and working on your computer.
• The DNAGedcom Client works primarily with AncestryDNA tests.
• Attendees should have at least one test at AncestryDNA.
Must have a basic knowledge of spreadsheets (e.g., Excel).

“Using Genetics and Genealogy to Smash Through Brick Walls” will be on Saturday,
September 2. Tickets for this workshop are $60. Advance registration is required.
Workshop Registration
Advance registration is required for both DNA workshops and can be accomplished
when registering for the FGS 2017 conference.
If you have already registered for the conference and received a confirmation email, you
can use this form to add registration for either DNA workshop to your schedule.
About the Instructors
Blaine Bettinger, PhD (Biochemistry), JD, is an intellectual property attorney by day and
a genetic genealogist by night. He authors the long-running blog The Genetic
Genealogist.
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Angie Bush, MS (Biotechnology), is a professional genetic genealogist with Ancestry
ProGenealogists and director of Region 1 for NGS.
Diahan Southard, with 15 years in the genetic genealogy industry, instructs at all levels
of interest. She has a passion for genetic genealogy and a gift for making the technical
understandable.
Learn More and Stay Connected
Like FGS at https://www.facebook.com/FGSgenealogy.
Follow FGS on Twitter at https://twitter.com/fgsgenealogy and hashtag #FGS2017.
Visit Pittsburgh at https://www.visitpittsburgh.com/.
About the Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS)
The Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) was founded in 1976 and empowers
the genealogical and family history community, especially its societies and
organizations, by advocating for the preservation and access of records and providing
resources that enable genealogical organizations to succeed in pursuing their missions.
FGS helps genealogical societies and family history enthusiasts alike to strengthen and
grow through online resources, FGS FORUM magazine, and through its annual national
conference which provides four days of excellent learning opportunities for both
societies and family history enthusiasts. To learn more about FGS visit fgs.org. To learn
more about the next annual conference to be held in Springfield, Illinois, visit
fgsconference.org. Also, find FGS on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/FGSgenealogy, on Twitter @FGSgenealogy and on the FGS
Voice blog at http://voice.fgs.org.
#####
Contact:

Federation of Genealogical Societies
PO Box 200940
Austin, TX 78720-0940
phone: +1 (888) 347-1500
fax: +1 (866) 347-1350
office@fgs.org
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